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REF: A. BONN 6465; B. BONN A-300; C. BONN 6912 

1 . WE ARE INFORMED THAT, DURING REGULAR MAY 1 1 
BILATERAL BETWEEN GERMAN AND FRENCH FONOFF POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS, PUAUX TOLD VAN WELL THAT THE FRENCH WERE 
COOLING TOWARD THE IDEA OF CONSULTING ON MBFR WITHIN 
THE EC POLITICAL COMMITTEE. PUAUX ADVANCED TWO REASONS 
FOR THIS MORE NEGATIVE FRENCH POSITION. FIRST, PARIS 

WAS CONCERNED THAT PC DISCUSSION OF MBFR COULD SERVE 
TO DRAW FRANCE BACK INTO NATO MILITARY ALLIANCE, 
SOMETHING THE GERMANS HOPE WILL OCCUR. WHEN VAN WELL 
SUGGESTED THAT THE BUSY POLITICAL DIRECTORS WOULD DO 
BETTER TO CREATE A WORKING GROUP ON MBFR, PUAUX SAID 
THE FRENCH WOULD BE OPPOSED TO PARTICIPATING IN SUCH 
A WORKING GROUP WHICH WOULD BY THE SHEER NATURE OF 
THINGS COORDINATE ITS MBFR POSITIONS CLOSELY WITH NATO. 

( COMMENT: UNTIL NOW, THE GERMANS ALSO HAD OPPOSED 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN MBFR WORKING GROUP WITHIN THE 
EC- NINE ON THE GROUNDS THAT THIS WOULD INVOLVE THE 
PC TOO DEEPLY IN MILITARY ASPECTS OF MBFR. END COMMENT) 

2. PUAUX SAID THE FRENCH ALSO WERE OPPOSED TO PC 
CONSIDERATION OF MBFR BECAUSE PARIS DID NOT LIKE THE 
ITALIAN PAPER ON THE SUBJECT ( SEE REFTELS). IN 
PARTICULAR, PUAUX SAID THE FRENCH REJECTED THE IDEA 
OF REDUCTIONS IN EUROPEAN INDIGENOUS FORCES, WHETHER 
SIMULTANEOUS WITH INITIAL STATIONED ( US/ USSR) FORCE 
REDUCTIONS OR, AS SUGGESTED BY THE ITALIANS, AFTER 
FIXING A CERTAIN LEVEL FOR ATLANTIC ALLIANCE OR 

SUB- CEILINGS FOR US AND EC FORCES ( SEE REF A, PARA 7). 

3. THIS RENEWED MANIFESTATION OF FRENCH OPPOSITION TO 
MBFR WAS DESCRIBED TO SIR ALEC DOUGLAS- HOME DURING HIS 
MAY 16 MEETING IN BONN WITH FONMIN SCHEEL. DURING THEIR 
TALK, MBFR DETAILS TO BE REPORTED BY SEPTEL, DOUGLAS- HOME 
AND SCHEEL AGREED ON THE NEED TO ADDRESS THE EARNEST 

US REQUEST FOR FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN EUROPEAN 
FORCES. BUT DOUGLAS- HOME STRONGLY ASSERTED THAT THE 
FRENCH ALSO MUST BE BROUGHT INTO THE BUSINESS OF 
CONSULTING ON THIS SUBJECT AND COMPLAINED THAT FRENCH 
CONTINUED TO REFUSE TO JOIN THE EUROGROUP. WITH THE 
FRENCH OUT OF THE EUROGROUP AND NOW LOOSING INTEREST 
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IN PC DISCUSSIONS OF MBFR, DOUGLAS- HOME CONCLUDED THAT 
IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO " INVENT A NEW GROUP" IN WHICH 
ALL EUROPEAN ALLIES ( INCLUDING THE GREEKS, TURKS, 
NORWEGIANS, ICELANDERS AND PORTUGESE AS WELL AS THE 
FRENCH) COULD PARTICIPATE. BUT SIR ALEC HAD NO SPECIFIC 
SUGGESTIONS ON THIS SCORE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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